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Seminar: “Brazil-India: 70 years of diplomatic 

relations” 

Ambassador Sérgio Eduardo Moreira Lima,  

President  of  the Alexandre de Gusmão 

Foundation  

Ambassador Ary Quintella, Interim 

Undersecretary-General for Asia and the Pacific 

Ambassador Nalin Surie, Director General of the 

Indian Council of  World Affairs    

Ambassador Ashok Das, Indian Ambassador to 

Brazil 

Professor Abdul Nafey, from Jawaharlal Nehru 

University, 

Distinguished Ambassadors, panelists, 

government officials, academic representatives, 

Distinguished audience, 

 

I relish the chance to speak to you on such an 

important occasion, which marks the 70
th
 

anniversary of Brazil-India relations.  

As it is chiefly characterized by a distinctive 

academic bent, this event presents us with an 

invaluable opportunity to be forthcoming and 

straightforward over where we stand at present 

and where we should be heading jointly. 
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And from the vantage point of my position within 

the Brazilian government, I should but focus on 

the prospects of our relationship helping us attain 

a better standing in terms of both development 

and security, that is, on the strategic relevance of 

our partnership. 

Both countries, due to their particular history, 

traditions, social organization and geographic 

circumstances have had distinct approaches, 

practices, challenges, and objectives in their 

foreign and security policies over time, which 

sometimes have led them to pursue different 

paths. 

This is certainly perfectly understandable. 

Our two nations, however, seem to share a belief 

that they are predestined to “greatness”, to play a 

bigger role in their regional contexts, and to 

become major stakeholders in global affairs. 

They both advocate the reform of the global 

governance system. They both still exhibit a rather 

ambiguous standard of relationship with the 

world’s still sole superpower, the United States, 

while trying to find a modus vivendi with China. 

The fact is that, in recent years, the world has 

witnessed the emergence of Brazil and India as 

significant actors in the international system. 
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Both Brazil and India have made noteworthy 

strides in the economic, political and, to some 

extent, even military realms.  

They both have sought to consolidate their 

presence in a mounting number of global 

decisionmaking institutions. 

However, their external behavior, negotiating 

styles and strategies, position in multilateral 

forums and stance on international issues display 

a remarkable continuity through time, despite the 

fact that the international system has continuously 

undergone significant changes in its structure and 

functioning.  

As the largest countries in their respective 

regions, or sub-regions, Brazil and India can help 

to shape the future of Latin America and South 

Asia. 

As both nations have experienced substantive 

growth in their prominence and capabilities, there 

is an increasing desire to understand, and 

possibly predict, how our countries will behave in 

strategic matters, comprising their military and 

foreign policy.  

Due to their economic, demographic, political and 

even military capabilities and resources, their 

international behavior can not only condition the 
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foreign, security and domestic policies and 

strategies of their neighbors, but also impact the 

ambitions of extra-regional powers with a stake in 

those regions. 

Brazil is the world’s fourth-largest country after 

Russia, Canada, and China, while India ranks 

seventh in that category. 

In terms of population, with a massive 1.3 billion 

people – and growing – India is the second most 

populous country in the world, after China, while 

Brazil occupies the position number 5, with a 

population of over 210 million. 

When it comes to political systems, both countries 

are considered vibrant democracies, as imperfect 

as they might be, India being the largest 

democracy in the world, and Brazil the fourth 

largest.  

The magnitude of these numbers seems to 

somehow reflect the scale of the challenges faced 

by our nations. 

As developing countries, they still need to 

overcome urgent structural issues that undermine 

their potential.  

High levels of poverty, illiteracy, regional income 

and economic inequalities, overexposure to 

commodities and dependence on commodities 



5 
 

exports, dependence on foreign direct 

investments, vulnerability to asset bubbles poor 

institutional and regulatory quality, and a relatively 

small opening to the global economy are some 

negative common characteristics shared by our 

giant countries.  

For us to make sense of our current challenges 

and envision the future we would like to share, it is 

pressing that we highlight where we came from 

and briefly go through some of the key moments 

of the history of our relations. 

Our relationship dates back to the aftermath of 

World War II and India´s independence, at a time 

when our present world order was taking shape. 

More precisely, in 1948, the Indian legation was 

established in Rio de Janeiro and Brazil´s Mission 

in India was elevated to Embassy status.  

The year of 1968 witnessed the first visit of a head 

of government, when Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 

visited Brazil. 

On that historic occasion, she predicted that: “We 

have both grown through our gift of finding 

concord and harmony amongst diverse elements”. 

“Cooperation between us should therefore be 

easier. 
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In 1996, President Fernando Henrique Cardoso 

was the first Brazilian head of State to set foot on 

Indian soil. That was a watershed in our 

relationship. Since then up until President 

Temer´s visit in 2016, more progress has been 

made than the previous four decades. 

One could arguably claim that a major boost in 

our relations followed from our resolve to jointly 

play a bigger and more proactive role in updating 

the international order crafted in the wake of the 

two World Wars. 

Such decision was based upon the assessment 

that the then global governance system was not 

reflecting the new distribution of power in a 

multipolar setting. 

Not only that, however.  

At that juncture, we also decided to put into 

practice a new sense of ownership of our own 

development through cooperation with countries 

with same level of development or similar 

challenges.  

That resolve materialized in our joint participation 

in plurilateral arrangements such as the IBSA, the 

BRICS, the G-20 at the WTO, the G-20 post-

financial crisis, the BASIC in the UNFCCC, and 

even the G4.  
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Every move in that direction was backed at the 

highest level. From 2004 up until the present day, 

the number of high level meetings involving both 

our countries has increased manifold. 

As for current strategic challenges in our 

relationship, perhaps the single most crucial task 

we are faced with is to effectively manage to inject 

momentum into our bilateral partnership so that it 

will reflect the level of understanding, cooperation 

and thrust we have achieved at the plurilateral 

level and so that it will live up to our specific 

weight in the international scene.  

IBSA provides a space for us to reinforce our 

democratic and human rights identity and promote 

horizontal exchange and solidarity in South-South 

cooperation for development in a context plentiful 

of stark challenges to multilateralism and 

international law and cooperation. 

The BRICS association, where we have held 

similar positions on a number of occasions, 

serves as a privileged forum for pragmatic 

advancement of the interests of all members and 

can be a source of higher prestige and influence 

in decision making in other plurilateral and 

multilateral fora.  
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However important that plurilateral cooperation 

may be, by most standards, our strictly bilateral 

relationship is still falling short of realizing its full 

potential. 

Yet there are fairly good reasons why we should 

enhance our ties: we are multicultural 

democracies that have reaffirmed our adherence 

to the notion of an open, fair, rules-based 

international system rooted in international law 

and cooperation for sustainable development at a 

time when it is severely challenged by backward 

choices and perceptions. 

And which believe pragmatic bilateral and 

plurilateral cooperation and exchange is set to 

provide a critical contribution for mutual 

prosperity. 

Those essential traits have remained intact 

throughout our participation in both plurilateral and 

multilateral arrangements and have spurred 

accord in those arenas on a wide range of issues. 

So my exhortation is let us give full meaning and 

effectiveness to our formal strategic partnership. 

That leads us to the question: why is India 

considered as a strategic partner to Brazil?  

Well, India is strategic on its own right and in 

various respects: large territory, strategic 
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geographic location, projected to have the largest 

population in the world, both a regional and global 

player, the fastest growing G-20 economy lying at 

one of the most dynamic axes of the world 

economy, a science, technology and innovation 

hub on the globe and a nuclear power. 

More importantly, India is one of the pivotal pillars 

in the growing geostrategic and economic 

importance of Asia. 

Just as Brazil is back on the growth track, it is 

enhancing its enabling environment for foreign 

investment and is actively pursuing a strategy 

based on increased trade and more integration 

into global value chains, especially the ones which 

are knowledge intensive.  

India is an indispensable partner as Brazil 

refocuses its foreign policy to give proper priority 

to broadening and deepening its ties with the Asia 

Pacific region. 

To Illustrate my point on the current state of our 

relations, let me take the example of trade and 

investment. 

Bilateral trade reached a peak of 11.43 billion 

dollars in 2014 only to drop to 7.6 billion dollars 

last year, in spite of the 34% rise in relation to 
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2016. Since 2012 bilateral trade has displayed a 

pattern of fluctuations. 

One of the reasons for that instability is the dire 

concentration of trade in few low value-added 

products. 

For the sake of comparison, in 2017 only, total 

Brazilian exports to China amounted to 44 billion, 

total trade with Japan was over 9 billion, and total 

trade with South Korea was above 8 billion.  

As Mercosur is about to announce the launch of 

free trade negotiations with South Korea and is 

bound to further talks with Japan with the same 

aim, our current bilateral trade preferences 

agreement, therefore limited to tariffs, covers only 

a small fraction of the universe of our tariff lines. 

Needless to say, we should enlist decisive efforts 

to broaden the scope and coverage of our trade 

agreement to encompass both products in which 

both parties are competitive and which contribute 

to a more diverse, higher value-added basket. 

The stock of Indian investment in Brazil reaches 6 

billion dollars, whereas Brazil´s in India is around 

1 billion. 

Although their make-up boasts of some diversity, 

they are still extremely low vis-à-vis investment 
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flows with other prominent Asian countries such 

as China and Japan. 

A draft of a bilateral Investment Cooperation and 

Facilitation Agreement is ready to be signed and 

should set up a proper regulatory framework and 

provide legal certainty for a sustained increase 

and diversification of our bilateral investment 

portfolio.  

There are plenty of new and concrete 

opportunities for investment in Brazil in areas of 

mutual interest such as energy and mining. 

Much remains to be done for us to boost bilateral 

trade and investment so those flows match the 

specific economic importance of our nations. 

We need more agreements and functional 

institutional mechanisms to reduce and eliminate 

barriers, and promote trade and investment. 

Another challenge both of our countries have to 

grapple with is how to integrate into the digital 

world in an appropriate and timely fashion. 

There is ample and promising room for bilateral 

cooperation in science, technology, and 

innovation at large, and ICTs, renewable energy, 

and biotechnology in particular. 

Tapping such a potential for mutual contribution 

ought to be a priority. One should be mindful of 
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the fact that the digitalization of the world 

economy, stemming from overwhelming 

breakthroughs in telecommunications and 

computing, is one of the key new trends 

characterizing today´s geopolitical scene.  

Underlying the expansion of the digital economy is 

an international race for leadership and primacy in 

science and technology applied to information and 

communications, whose advances have been 

taking place at a rapid pace with tangible effects 

on growth and income.  

Examples of such strategic sectors are robotics, 

artificial intelligence, high-precision 

manufacturing, and digital financial innovation.  

Also critical is control of and access to market and 

strategic knowledge and information channeled 

through digital networks. 

Both of our nations exhibit multi stakeholder, 

dynamic ICT sectors with significant 

accomplishments in entrepreneurship, research 

and development, and qualification of experts. 

Bilateral investment and cooperation on this field 

should be decisively encouraged. 

With regard to the latter, in addition to ongoing 

exchange in, inter alia, teaching, research, trade, 
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and regulation, impetus should be particularly 

given to advanced computing and cybersecurity. 

Those efforts would most definitely benefit from 

the set-up of a specific institutional mechanism to 

forward our common interests. 

India has a well-known reputation and expertise in 

this area and Brazil is keen on reaping mutually 

advantageous gains. 

Our partnership should also be looking to support 

a positive, non-disruptive shift of our countries 

towards a low carbon economy, with a view to 

yielding benefits in terms of energy security and 

access, environmental sustainability and growth, 

and sustainable development. 

And in this realm, cooperation in renewable 

energies is particularly set to play a mutually 

beneficial role as the world transitions from fossil 

fuel-based to biofuel and electricity-powered 

modes of transportation, with potentially 

tremendous economic, environmental and 

geopolitical implications. 

India´s strategic choice to embrace a robust 

renewable energy agenda should be coupled with 

Brazil´s standing as a renewable energy 

powerhouse with a solid position in 
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hydroelectricity and biofuels and remarkable 

recent improvements in aeolic and solar sources.  

In this light, furthering cooperation in biofuels 

would not only strengthen our strategic 

partnership, but also generate very concrete 

mutual development gains. 

The term “strategic” is devoid of a more 

purposeful and complete sense in the absence of 

national security considerations. 

Brazil and its neighborhood have been plagued by 

non-conventional and transnational challenges, 

with deleterious effects for security. 

Such threats call for enhanced capabilities in 

security, both for police forces and the military.  

At the same time, we have also witnessed, with 

great concern, a global surge in traditional threats, 

as strategic issues have exacerbated worldwide 

and there seems to be growing acceptance of the 

possibility of the use of force to settle them. 

We hold the view that such conventional and non-

conventional threats justify a decisive push in the 

build-up of Brazil´s armed forces on dissuasion 

grounds.  

Brazil´s peaceful credentials are unquestionable. 

We have been a pivotal player in the make-up of a 

space of peace and stability in the South Atlantic. 
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We have engaged in no wars for one and a half 

century and have crystalized ever since a 

reputation for an honest broker in our region, by 

leading regional efforts for mediation and conflict 

resolution.  

We cannot afford, however, to fall short of 

effective indigenous military, and science and 

technology capabilities. 

Mastering of technology in defense is essential for 

strategic autonomy, the sure way to protect 

sovereignty and ensure security.  

Developing state-of-the-art technology requires 

scale, which is effectively achieved through 

mutually advantageous partnerships.  

Moreover, the development of national technology 

and innovation capacity in defense tends to 

generate spin-offs for the overall economy and 

consequently for the well-being of society at large. 

It is both a security and a development imperative. 

Hence the current Presidency is committed to 

exploring ways to bolster Brazil´s industrial, 

scientific and technological defense base. 

I am certain that is a goal shared by India, whose 

peace record is attested by the fact that it is the 

one country who has contributed the most troops 

for UN peacekeeping missions. 
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A special focus should then be placed on bilateral 

cooperation in defense, and more specifically in 

defense industry.  

Given Brazil and India´s multilateralist and 

international law-abiding profile, achieving 

adequate dissuasion capabilities is poised to be a 

significant contribution to international peace and 

security. 

Both Brazil and India have come a long way in 

establishing and developing a defense industry, 

though lots more have to be accomplished for us 

to consolidate ourselves as relevant exporters of 

military equipment.  

In spite of that, our cooperation in defense is still 

embryonic, and more importantly way below its 

actual potential. 

We should then join efforts going down that path 

and agree on an ambitious cooperation program. 

That should entail integration of existing 

technologies in our countries and ultimately lead 

us into co-development of new technologies, of bi-

national products, of jointly developed solutions.  

The recent exchange of information on the 

development of our own versions of the Scorpène 

submarine provides an auspicious indication of 

where we should be heading.  
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Other possibly welcome development would be 

the creation of a working group to gather research 

agencies and centers from both countries and the 

signing of a military information exchange 

agreement. 

The aerospace sector is particularly well suited for 

heightened cooperation and offers excellent 

prospects. 

All in all, there is a great deal of justification for 

closer ties and cooperation between our 

countries. 

Nevertheless, not enough has been done for that 

enormous potential to be adequately harnessed. 

As we are proud to celebrate 70 years of 

constructive and stable relations, we should seize 

this opportunity to commit to reinvigorating and 

giving concrete substance to our strategic 

partnership in such a way that it lives up to our 

actual importance in the international society.  

Our commonly shared vision about the 

international system and sense of pragmatism 

should drive us to strengthen our ties with a focus 

on development and security. 

Going forward, we should strive to overhaul 

bilateral dialogue mechanisms to reflect the 

diversity of our common agenda and establish a 
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high-level forum signaling the strategic character 

of our partnership. 

Not least, we should set strategic, clear and 

specific priorities to be pursued in areas and 

projects of common interest. 

 

 

 

 

 


