
Introductory Words by Ambassador Sergio E. Moreira Lima, 

President of Alexandre de Gusmão Foundation (FUNAG) at the 

opening of the seminar “Brazil-India: 70 years of diplomatic 

relations”, at the Paulo Nogueira Batista Auditorium, May 2018. 

 

Ambassador Ashok Das, Indian Ambassador to Brazil; 

Ambassador Ary Quintella, Acting Undersecretary-General for Asia and 

the Pacific;  

Ambassador Nalin Surie, Director General of the Indian Council of World 

Affairs (ICWA); 

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, 

 

 On behalf of the Alexandre de Gusmão Foundation, I would like to 

welcome all of you to the Seminar Brazil-India 70 Years of Diplomatic 

Relations, organized by Itamaraty, Funag and the Indian Council of World 

Affairs (ICWA). My warm greetings to the Indian Delegation, headed by 

Ambassador Nalin Surie, Director General of ICWA, as well as to the 

Brazilians, especially those who came from other States of the Federation. 

Thank you for accepting our invitation. 

In 2015, Funag and ICWA signed a memorandum of understanding to 

enhance mutual knowledge and cooperation in the area of foreign policy, 

international relations and diplomatic history of India and Brazil. With a 

view to implement the objectives of the MOU, events and activities should 

be promoted by both parties. In 2016, at the invitation of ICWA, I 

participated in New Delhi in a Seminar on Latin American Integration and 

the prospects for strengthening ties with India.  
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The present Seminar on Brazil India 70 Years of Diplomatic Relations is 

the first initiative in Brazil to fulfill the purposes of the MOU. Its title well 

translates the importance of the Seminar which gathers distinguished 

diplomats and scholars, familiar with the theme. Over these two days of our 

seminar, we expect to be able to renew Funag ICWA MoU.  

Let me remind that Funag is the leading editor of publications on Brazil´s 

foreign policy, international relations and diplomatic history. Its Digital 

Library has over 700 titles for free download. We invite our Indian friends 

to work together in a publication which could become a reference for the 

future of our bilateral relations.  

Besides being partners in the BRICs and IBSA, Brazil and India have a 

long and fruitful history of development cooperation. I am sure this 

seminar will further contribute to strengthen this positive record and will 

open new perspectives for our relationship. 

Today’s debates are centered on two presentations on the 70 years of 

diplomatic relations between Brazil and India and a panel on food and 

energy security: complementarities and possibilities of cooperation. 

Tomorrow we will have two additional panels, the first on the evolution of 

Brazil-India economic and trade relations and the second on the partnership 

between our two countries in the construction of global governance in the 

21st century.   

I wish the seminar a great success, and all guests and participants a 

most rewarding and enjoyable time. Thank you. 

  

 


