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Panel Discussion Three:  
 

Partnership between Brazil and India  

for Building of  Global Governance  

of  the 21st Century 
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In his Statement at the General Debate of the 69th Session on the UN 

General Assembly on 27 September, 2014 PM Narendra Modi stated: 

 

“I am also mindful of the expectations of the world from 1.25 billion 

people. India is a country that constitutes one-sixth of humanity; a 

nation experiencing economic and social transformation on a scale 

rarely seen in history. 

 

Every nation's world view is shaped by its civilization and 

philosophical tradition. India's ancient wisdom sees the world as 

one family. It is reflected in a tradition of openness and diversity; 

co-existence and cooperation. 

 

This is why India speaks not just for itself, but also for the cause of 

justice, dignity, opportunity and prosperity around the world.” 
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Global Governance 

 

Mechanism to make collective decisions, 

enforce global rules, and address common 

problems; mechanisms being collectively 

pushed by agents seeking to 'govern' 

activities in their respective issue areas. 

 

Source : UNDP 
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•A number of new developments and cross border linkages 

transcending/straddling the conventional categories of inter-State and 

intra-State affairs are integral to the radical transformation underway since 

1990s. These new linkages have not received the attention they really 

deserve.  

 

•The common point in all these new linkages and inter-penetrations are 

that they are taking place at the governmental as well as the non-

governmental levels and also as a varying mix of the two.  

 

•In this context “Glocalisation” is to be seen as an “inclusive” and 

“constitutive” process leading to the rise of new “jurisdictions” of 

governance and the emergence of concomitant “loyalties” in the making. 

 

•Global Governance cannot be viewed and analysed singularly in vacuum. 

It must be seen through the “means” hypothesis. Global Governance is a 

mean whose cause is Globalisation. Thus, it becomes imperative to see 

Global Governance from a Globalisation perspective.  
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Given India and Brazil’s proactive  engagement in global governance, 
I will be reflecting upon six major issues which are being championed 
by the two countries at all levels including IBSA, BRICS, BASIC, G 20, 
WTO, G 4 and at the UN: 
 

 (i) Terrorism, 
 (ii) UN Security Council,  
 (iii) International Financial Institutions,  
 (iv) UN peacekeeping,  
 (v) UN SDGs,   
 (vi) Cyber Security. 
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Terrorism 
 

•Strong condemnation of and resolute opposition to terrorism in all its 

forms and manifestations, wherever committed and by whomever. 

 

•There could be no justification for terrorism any where. Brazil and India 

should work with all countries and entities to disrupt terrorist networks 

and their financing, and stop cross-border movement of terrorists. 

 

•The use of double standards in addressing the menace of terrorism 

should be condemned.  

 

•Cooperation in combating terrorism both at the bilateral level and within 

the multilateral system should be strengthened.  

 

• Early conclusion of negotiations on the Comprehensive Convention on 

International Terrorism (CCIT). 
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UN Security Council 
 
•Different realities : From Population to 2 billion in 1945 to over 6 

billion today 

 

•51 member States to 193 

 

•Even the Agenda of UNSC has changed from dealing with specific 

conflicts that threatened international peace and security to other 

issues including terrorism, violent extremism, health crisis, 

asymmetric warfare, climate change etc. 

 

•Time for effective change in the old structure of global governance 

 

•The decision making  structure should be more representative, 

legitimate and effective 

 

•UNSC should me more accountable, transparent and inclusive 
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International Financial Institutions 
 

•Global finance has undergone a great transformation since the dawn of 

the 21st Century. Emerging economies spearheaded by China, have 

greatly shifted the epicentre of global finance. It is generally believed 

that this new block of countries has accumulated immense foreign 

reserves while there has been a gradual dwindling of reserves of the 

developed countries. 

 

•Role of G 20, NDB, IBSA Fund etc 

Inequitable voting power - Voting Strength of the top five countries  

at the World Bank till 2015 

Contd. 
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For the first time four emerging market countries [Brazil (10th), China, 

India, and Russia] are among the 10 largest members of the IMF.  

 

Main message: the reforms should adhere to basic liberal norms and   

standards 

Voting Share of top nine countries as of 2017  

International Financial Institutions 
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UN Peacekeeping 
 

The UN DPKO has more than 100,000 peacekeepers, serving in 15 

missions on four continents. 

 

Their goal is to protect civilians and maintain peace and security. Recent 

history of UN Peacekeeping has shown that sometimes permanent 

members of the Security Council  prioritise their national interest over the 

needs of the UN peacekeeping missions they have mandated, as a result 

undermining them.  

 

Most western nations will not put boots on the ground as frontline 

peacekeepers and so the UN is dependent on the goodwill of those 

countries prepared to deploy troops (or police) making it hard to assert its 

authority. 

 

 

Contd. 
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UN Peacekeeping 
 

 

Major issues: 

 

•Resource constraints to generate, mount and sustain military forces in 

the field 

 

•Clarity of political and strategic purpose under which the forces operate 

 

•Role of T/PCCs in shaping and deciding the mandate including Rules of 

Engagement 

 

•Are peacekeepers there to monitor peace or to enforce it? 

 

•“Responsibility to Protect” & “Responsibility while Protecting” 
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UN SDGs 
 

•The MDGs had considerable success and paved the way for the 

ambitious SDGs launched in 2015 

 

•The SDGs define a new global roadmap for our future -- 17 goals, 

169 targets and 230 indicators intended to provide a blueprint for the 

next 15 years of the world's development.  

 

•Issues which could derail the plan – eg. a slowdown in emerging 

market economies, migration, social strife, local and regional 

conflicts,  epidemics and public health crises, radicalization, 

extremism etc. 

 

•Environmental degradation and climate change are regarded as 

major existential threats 
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Cyber Security 
 

•Safeguarding a trustworthy internet  

 

•Building confidence in the integrity of information 

 

•Inadequate, propaganda or false information in cyberspace 

 

•Hacking 

 

•Cyber warfare  

 

•Information asymmetry (users don’t know what is or is not secure) and 

externalities (an entity’s lack of security affects other entities) 

 

•Social media 

 

In this digital world which is making mankind increasingly dependent on 

cyberspace, internet freedom and protection of data in a fundamental 

requirement. Cyber security remains a concern for all nations including 

India and Brazil. The need of the time is to shape a global consensus at 

the earliest. 
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Conclusion 
 

The rise of new powers, such as India and Brazil has posed new challenges to the 

existing structures of global governance. From the UN Security Council to the Bretton 

Woods institutions, global institutions are struggling to accommodate this change in 

power equation. India and Brazil’s intent is not to change the entire edifice of these 

institutions but only to seek greater participation. Accommodation rather than 

revolutionary change is the prime objective. 

The two nations have led and worked strategically to take advantage of the present 

opportunities in the building of the global governance of the 21st century. However, the 

real test of their ability to act as major powers lies in their contributions to shaping and 

enforcing the rules that govern the international order. The role the two nations play in 

developing international economic policies indicates that they are slowly becoming part 

of the financial domain of power politics. Global climate change negotiations showcase 

another example of the transition of the two countries from the target of international 

rules and norms to one of  key rule-writing states.  

Both countries can also be the guiding force on sustainable development, terrorism, 

renewable energy, food security, drug trafficking, cyber security, maritime security, 

disarmament etc. They can help build the regulations for space security. They can bring 

to the forefront the needs and challenges of the global South, especially those of the 

LDCs. 

India and Brazil cannot merely be challengers or stakeholders in global governance; 

they also need to contribute. Legitimacy of their growing power rests on suggesting, 

devising and implementing new structures of global governance. 
 



THANK YOU 
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