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“Ambassador Sérgio Eduardo Moreira Lima, President of FUNAG 

Minister Christoph Bundscherer, Chargé d’affaires, German Embassy 

Ms. Sabine Kurtenbach, Acting Director of GIGA Institute of Latin 

American Studies 

Firstly, let me congratulate Ambassador Moreira Lima from FUNAG 

and Ms Sabine Kurtenbach from GIGA for the organization of this timely 

event. It is a good opportunity for a joint reflection, together with Minister 

Bundscherer from the German Embassy, on what role could both countries 

play in our challenging times.  

There are growing uncertainties about the liberal order created in the 

aftermath of the Second World War. That order ensured a period of peace 

and allowed to frame the institutions that shaped the current world: the UN 

system, the major global economic and financial institutions and the regional 

economic and political organizations.  

Yet the international landscape has been changing dramatically lately. 

The risks are manifold: from the rise of populism and protectionism; the 

erosion of the multilateral system; trade disputes producing shockwaves 

around the world; global disengagement of the US; geopolitical risks in Asia 

and in Middle East, to terrorism, cyber and "fake news" threats. All of them 

have far-reaching consequences for world stability. 

Briefly, we seem to be in the threshold of a new reality, slowly 

revealing itself. In times of uncertainty, Brazil seeks more than ever to 

strengthen cooperation with countries with which we share values, beliefs 

and interests. Among those, Germany definitely stands out. Relations 

between our two countries are structured, solid and diversified. The two 

countries are staunch supporters of multilateralism, democracy, human rights 

and peaceful solution of conflicts. 



Bolstered by those shared values, Brazil and Germany have 

established a strategic partnership in 2002. At the turn of the century, the era 

of unipolarity began to be challenged by the faster growth of the emerging 

markets.  

In that context, the strategic dimension of our partnership that 

characterizes our bilateral relations led to the establishment of a higher-level 

mechanism, one that Brazil and Germany only have with very few countries. 

As a result, in August 2015, we hosted the first Brazil-Germany High Level 

Intergovernmental Consultations. The meeting was led by the respective 

Heads of Governments of both countries together with more than 20 

ministers.  

In addition, we have been cooperating in the multilateral level 

alongside India and Japan though the G4 to push forward the much-needed 

reform of the UN Security Council. We also joined forces to promote the 

adoption of a resolution to protect digital privacy at the UN. We have also 

cooperated to protect the environment through bilateral projects and mutual 

support to international initiatives to combat climate change. 

We should bear in mind that this is a special partnership between the 

fifth and the eight-largest world economies. Germany is Brazil´s 4th largest 

trading partner, with bilateral flows amounting to over US$ 14 billion last 

year, and a potential to increase even more after the Mercosur-EU trade deal 

is concluded. The main companies of the Frankfurt Stock Exchange have all 

set their anchors here and contribute to the development of the country. We 

gladly host over 1600 (sixteen hundred) German companies in the country. 

Finally, allow me just to point out that the new global challenges pose 

risks, but also bring new opportunities for our two countries. Against this 

backdrop, we greatly value the strategic partnership with Germany. I hope 

that this Conference can bring new perspectives to this important debate. 



Henceforth, I wish you all a very productive and insightful day of 

discussions.  

 

Thank you!” 


