
Discurso do embaixador Sérgio Eduardo Moreira Lima por ocasião da 

abertura do seminário “Brazil and Germany in a Multipolar World: 

Global and Regional Challenges” 

 

Ambassador Nelson Antonio Tabajara de Oliveira, Undersecretary General for 

Multilateral Political Affairs, Europe and North America; 

Minister Christoph Bundscherer, Chargé d’affaires of the Embassy of Germany; 

Professor Sabine Kurtenbach, Acting Director of GIGA Institute of Latin 

American Studies; 

On behalf of Alexandre de Gusmão Foundation, I would like to welcome you all 

and to thank the German Embassy for its support to this initiative. 

I would particularly like to thank the German Institute of Global and Area 

Studies for its partnership in organising this seminar. FUNAG and GIGA are among the 

leading think tanks in our respective countries, and it is therefore with great satisfaction 

that we see this first joint initiative coming to fruition. We look forward to co-operating 

with GIGA in other interesting projects in the future. 

Brazil and Germany are generally seen as two very different countries. The 

differences are quite significant indeed. Nevertheless, there are some interesting 

similarities, which are the main inspiration for this Conference. 

Our countries are strong supporters of multilateralism in all its domains. They 

have similar views on key issues such as trade; sustainable development; climate 

change; peace and security; disarmament; refuge and migrations; and human rights. It is 

worth mentioning, in this context, that for the last few years Brazil and Germany have 

been spearheading debates in the UN Human Rights Council about an important 

emerging issue, the right to privacy in the digital age. 

Another similarity is our position as the largest economies and most populous 

countries in our respective continents, coupled in both cases with a strong commitment 

to regional integration. Brazil and Germany are also staunch supporters of the EU-

Mercosur negotiations, which we hope will come to a positive conclusion by the end of 

this year. 

In addition to these interesting convergences, Brazil and Germany have a very 

strong bilateral relationship, which since 2002 was raised to the rank of a strategic 

partnership. Germany is Brazil's largest trade partner in Europe, and Brazil is the most 

important destination of German investment in Latin America. 

  



Before passing the floor to the next speaker, I would like to say a few words 

about the institution I represent. In addition to organising conferences and seminars 

such as this one, Alexandre de Gusmão Foundation is the largest editor of books in the 

fields of international relations and foreign policy in Portuguese language, and also has 

several publications in other languages, such as English and Spanish. With over 700 

publications, our Digital Library received over 2 million visits in 2017 by people from 

186 countries. Our books can be downloaded for free.  

Without further ado, I would like to pass the floor to Ambassador Tabajara, 

Undersecretary General for Multilateral Political Affairs, Europe and North America 


